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which will accomplish certain planned 
resource management objectives. 

(2) Escaped prescribed fire means a 
prescribed fire which has either exceed-
ed the prescription or has rekindled 
after it has been declared to be out. 

(b) In the absence of a written recip-
rocal agreement with any fire organi-
zation or in situations outside the 
scope of an agreement, the Forest 
Service is authorized to render emer-
gency assistance in suppressing fires 
and in preserving life and property 
from the threat of fire within the vicin-
ity of Forest Service fire protection fa-
cilities under the following conditions: 

(1) If a prescribed fire initiated on 
lands administered by the Forest Serv-
ice escapes onto lands not administered 
by the Forest Service, the Forest Serv-
ice may commit personnel, materials, 
and equipment without reimbursement 
or consideration of the fire’s con-
tinuing threat to National Forest Sys-
tem lands or resources. 

(2) When requested, the Forest Serv-
ice may commit personnel, materials, 
and equipment on a reimbursable basis 
on lands not administered by the For-
est Service without regard to the fire’s 
threat to National Forest System lands 
or resources. 

[48 FR 44537, Sept. 29, 1983] 

§ 211.6 Cooperation in forest investiga-
tions or the protection, manage-
ment, and improvement of the Na-
tional Forest System. 

(a) Purpose and scope. Forest Service 
officers, when engaged in cooperative 
activities otherwise authorized, may 
receive monies from cooperators only 
for cooperative work in forest inves-
tigations or for the protection, man-
agement, and improvement of the Na-
tional Forest System and only in ac-
cordance with written cooperative 
agreements. Management of the Na-
tional Forest System may include such 
work as planning, analysis, and related 
studies, as well as resource activities. 

(b) Reimbursements. Agency expendi-
tures for work undertaken in accord-
ance with this section may be made 
from Forest Service appropriations 
available for such work, with subse-
quent reimbursement from the coop-
erator, in accordance with established 
written agreements. Forest Service of-

ficers shall issue written bills for col-
lection for cooperator reimbursement 
payments within the same fiscal year 
as Forest Service expenditures. 

(c) Bonding. Each written agreement 
involving a non-Government coopera-
tor’s total contribution of $25,000 or 
more to the Forest Service on a reim-
bursable basis, must include a provi-
sion requiring a payment bond to guar-
antee the cooperator’s reimbursement 
payment. Acceptable security for a 
payment bond includes Department of 
the Treasury approved corporate sure-
ties, Federal Government obligations, 
and irrevocable letters of credit. For 
the purposes of this section, a non-Gov-
ernment cooperator is an entity that is 
not a member, division, or affiliate of a 
Federal, State, local government, a 
federally recognized Indian Tribe (as 
defined by the Federally Recognized 
Indian Tribe List Act of 1994 [25 U.S.C. 
479a]), or other organizations funding a 
Forest Service agreement with pass 
through funding from an entity that is 
a member, division, or affiliate of a 
Federal, State, local government, or 
federally recognized Indian Tribe. 

(d) Avoiding conflict of interest. Forest 
Service officers shall avoid acceptance 
of contributions from cooperators when 
such contributions would reflect unfa-
vorably upon the ability of the Forest 
Service to carry out its responsibilities 
and duties. Forest Service officers 
shall be guided by the provisions of 18 
U.S.C. parts 201–209, 5 CFR part 2635, 
and applicable Department of Agri-
culture regulations, in determining if a 
conflict of interest or potential con-
flict of interest exists in a proposed co-
operative effort. Forest Service ethics 
officials or the designated Department 
of Agriculture ethics official should be 
consulted on conflict of interest issues. 

[64 FR 60678, Nov. 8, 1999, as amended at 73 
FR 62443, Oct. 21, 2008] 

Subpart B [Reserved] 

PART 212—TRAVEL MANAGEMENT 

Subpart A—Administration of the Forest 
Transportation System 

Sec. 
212.1 Definitions. 
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